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CONSERVAZIONE E RESTAURO DEI BENI CULTURALI
PRESERVATION AND RESTORATION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

The seat of Suor Orsola Benincasa University is a former conventual 
complex located on the slopes of the Saint Elmo hill looking down over 
the whole city of Naples.

The premises of the ancient convent cover a surface area of 33,000 
square metres and comprise a total of eight buildings, including two 
churches, cloisters, and terraced gardens – vestiges of two convents 
founded between the 16th and 17th centuries by the Neapolitan 
mystic whose name was later adopted by the University.

One of the highlights of the whole complex is the church of the 
Immacolata (The Immaculate Conception), founded by Orsola (Ursula) 
Benincasa in 1580 and later refurbished by Rocco Doyno in the 1700s.

When the Congregation was placed under the control of the Theatine 
Order, the Fathers managed to persuade Orsola to found a strict 
enclosed order alongside the oblates, and this would later become 
the female branch of the Order of Saint Gaetano. The destiny of the 
complex changed with the unification of Italy, when Sister Orsola’s 
convent, being deemed “a secular charitable institution”, succeeded 
in evading the law whereby the property of religious orders came 
under State ownership. A free school opened up on the premises, and 
in 1891, Adelaide Pignatelli del Balzo, Princess of Strongoli, took on the 
role of honorary inspector  before becoming sole administrator in 1901. 
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EDUCATIONAL GOALS
The programme consists of lectures in fields relating to the history of art 
and the sciences, with particular emphasis on the core subjects that, 
coupled with the latest technology, are an essential requirement for 
the correct restoration of works of art.  Students will also learn practical 
skills by attending intensive lab sessions held at the University and at 
educational workshops set up in conjunction with a vast network of 
specialist organisations in the city of Naples and the Campania Region 
(such as the Naples Archaeology Fine Arts and Lanscape Office, The 
Naples National Archaeological Museum, The Archaeological Museum 
Sites, churches in the Archdiocese of Naples, and the public and private 
bodies that deal with cultural heritage ). 
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PREREQUISITES AND APPLICATION PROCEDURE
Applicants must have completed their secondary education to high 
school level and must pass an entrance examination consisting of: 
drawing a two-dimensional replica/copy of a work of art, a practical-
perceptual aptitude test consisting in the completion of an incomplete 
painting, an interview to ascertain the candidate’s basic knowledge 
of the history of art, artistic techniques, the basic principles of earth 
sciences, biology, chemistry, physics, and the English language.  

For further information, visit: 
http://www.unisob.na.it/ateneo/restauro/index.htm?vr=1

SUOR ORSOLA BENINCASA UNIVERSITY OF NAPLES offers 3 specialist 
areas or Professional Training Courses (referred to as PFPs): PFP1 Frescoes 
and Stonework/PFP2 - Canvas and Wood/PFP4 - Metals and Ceramics, 
with a minimum of 450 hours (worth 18 university credits) of workshop 
and offsite activities per year.
For information on the courses available, see:https://www.unisob.na.it/
ateneo/restauro/index.htm?vr=1
Courses/Examinations, totalling 300 university credits:
YEAR I: ICAR/18 History of Architecture and the City - BIO/01 Biology - 
CHIM/03 General and Inorganic Chemistry - FIS/07 Physics for Cultural 
Heritage - ING-IND/28 Safety in the Workplace 
YEAR II: M-STO/01 Archiving, Bibliography, Librarianship - CHIM/12 
Environmental Chemistry - ICAR/17 Design - L-FIL-LET/10 Italian Literature 
- ICAR/18 History of Archeology - ICAR/18 History of Architecture I 
(Ancient and Mediaeval)
YEAR III: CHIM/12 Chemistry for Cultural Heritage - GEO/09 Petrography 
for Cultural Heritage - ICAR/19 History of Restoration - L-ART/02 History of 
Modern Art –L-ART/02 Techniques in Art
YEAR IV: L-ANT/07 Classical Archeology - IUS/14 European Cultural 
Heritage Legislation - L-ART/04 Museology; Art and Criticism - ING-IND/22 
Science and Technology of Materials - ICAR/18 History of Architecture 
II (Modern) - L-ANT/07 History and Restoration of Ancient Techniques 
YEAR V: SECS-P/07 Economics of Cultural Heritage - L-LIN/12 English for 
Cultural Heritage – Optional Credits and Final Qualifying Exam (with 
Degree Dissertation Laboratory) 
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PFP1 
LABORATORY WORK - RESTORATION OF WALL PAINTINGS AND STO-
NEWORK
Students will take part in restoration and maintenance work and ac-
quire the necessary knowledge and skills for the conservation of sto-
nework, painted or decorated stone surfaces, stucco, mosaics and all 
kinds of decorated architectural surfaces.

PFP2 
LABORATORY WORK – WOODWORK RESTORATION
Students will learn to restore polychromatic woodwork, painted panels, 
wooden sculptures, church furnishings, choirstalls, organs, and war-
drobes, as well as windows and doors – works of art that make up an 
important part of the restorer’s work. The conservation of woodwork 
requires expert knowledge of the physical and chemical properties of 
the material in addition to the techniques used to create the artworks 
and the environment for which they were originally created.
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PFP2 
LABORATORY WORK – RESTORATION OF PAINTINGS ON CANVAS 
Students will learn techniques for the diagnostics and conservation of 
canvas paintings. The documentation of a canvas through detailed 
restoration records represents an indispensable source of information 
regarding a work on which the following actions are to be performed: 
consolidation, cleaning, transportation, upholstering, the integration of 
new materials or paintwork, and presentation, in accordance with the 
standard theories of restoration

PEP4 
RESTORATION OF MATERIALS AND CERAMIC, VITREOUS, AND METAL 
PRODUCTS.
In this workshop students will acquire practical knowledge of the artistic 
techniques applied to all kinds of metals (alloys, bronze, silver, gold); 
the manufacturing work will include: embossing, chiselling, smelting, 
and engraving. The activities are supervised by expert teachers and 
tutors in a fully equipped laboratory setting.
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LABORATORY WORK: DIAGNOSTICS
The lab is equipped with a series of portable high-quality scientific in-
struments: X-Ray Fluorescence – XRF, Spectrophoto-Colorimeter, Hi-
gh-Resolution Thermography – HRT, XR Diffraction – XRD, and reflected 
and direct light optical microscopes, as well as instruments for Calci-
metry, Conductometry, and the identification of materials . The use 
of these tools, used in the chemical and physical, mineralogical, and 
petrographical analysis of artworks, is supervised by experts in applied 
diagnostics in the field of cultural heritage.

LABORATORY WORK: BOTANY
The laboratory sessions will be dedicated to teaching, planning, and 
experiment aimed at spreading, publicizing, and exploring the appli-
cations of all aspects of botany. The laboratory works in conjunction 
with the Orto Botanico di Napoli (the Naples Botanical Gardens). Lab 
activities include the classification, study, and analysis of biodeterio-
gens: the use of optical microscopy techniques to identify microorga-
nisms and vegetable species, as well as the processing and interpreta-
tion of biological data.
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CANTIERI DIDATTICI E OPERE D’ARTE RESTAURATE 

SANTA MARIA DEL PARTO: IL RESTAURO DEL DIPINTO IN FACCIATA

VILLA LUCIA, PARCO GRIFEO, NAPOLI
FONTANA STORICA, MARMO, SEC. XIX
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CANTIERI DIDATTICI E OPERE D’ARTE RESTAURATE 

COLLEZIONE EGIZIA DEL MUSEO ARCHEOLOGICO NAZIONALE 
DI NAPOLI (MANN)

CHIESA DI S. MARIA DI COSTANTINOPOLI, NAPOLI
RESTAURO 95 OGGETTI IN ARGENTO E METALLO
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